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15' ^ ^ mediated by the stem-loop bridging oUgonucleotide, HBV67 (SEQ. ID NO: 37) (FIG. 
^ 121.- 



In the Claims: 




Please amend claim 1 as follows: 

1. (amended) A syiHhetic oligonucleotide complementary to a portion of the 
HBV RNA secondary structureHn the epsilon region of the HBV genome comprising a 
nucleotide sequence selected froirMi^ group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 7-19 and 45, 
which oligonucleotide inhibits HBV replication. 

Please amend claim 8 as follows: 

8. (amended) The synthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequeiW represented by SEQ ID NO:7, 

Please amend clakn 9 as follows: 

9. (amended) The synthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represeiited by SEQ ID NO: 8. 




Please amend claim 10 as follows: 

10. (amended) The synthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by s\o ID NO: 9. 



Please amend claim 1 1 as follows: 
1 1 . (amended) The synthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 10. 




Please amend claim 12 as follows: 
12. (amended) The synthetic oligonucleotidAof claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 11. 



Please amend claim 13 as follows: 



s 
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13. (amenaed) The synthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 12. 

Please amend daim 14 as follows: 

14. (amended) Tttie synthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 13. 

Please amend claim\l5 as follows: 
^ ^ 15. (amended) The ^mthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 




fy ^ Nucleotide sequence represeAted by SEQ ID NO: 14. 
Please amend claim 16 ^ follows: 

16. (amended) The synthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 15. 



Please amend claim 17 as follows: 

17. (amended) The synthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 

\ 

nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 16. 



Please amend claim 18 as follows: 

18. (amended) The synthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID l\0: 17. 

Please amend claim 19 as follows: 

19. (amended) The synthetic oligonucleotide of claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: l\8. 

Please amend claim 20 as follows: 

20. (amended) The s)nithetic oligonucleotide 6f claim 1 comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 19. \ 



Please amend claim 36 as follows: 



